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1. Introduction

Mr. Chairman, representatives around the world,

Good morning. I am Kim Tae Rang, Secretary General of the National Assembly of Korea.

As a representative from the National Assembly, it gives me great pleasure to introduce art & cultural events organized by the Korean National Assembly, an effort to increase political transparency. 

2. The purpose of art & cultural events for an Open National Assembly

You may wonder what an ‘Open National Assembly’ means.
In general, it carries two meanings. First, it is literally opening the National Assembly to the general public, the very people who gave birth to the National Assembly, so that they can freely enter their parliament. Second, it is about allowing the general public to participate in the decision-making process of the National Assembly thereby enhancing their participation in politics. 

During the authoritarian regime, the National Assembly was closed to the public and the entrance to the National Assembly was restricted let alone the public’s participation in the decision-making process. In other words, the public’s endowed rights of political participation and freedom were limited. The Republic of Korea shifted from an authoritarian government to a democratic government yet the vestige of the authoritarian regime still prevails at the National Assembly. 
Therefore, as the secretary general of the National Assembly, I decided to contribute to bringing full democratization of the National Assembly and thus set a goal of an ‘Open National Assembly, the National Assembly of the People’
In 2006 Geneva IPU General Assembly, as one way to make an Open National Assembly, I introduced the ‘NATV’ (National Assembly Television). However, given that the NATV is a broadcasting media it is difficult to satisfy both the promotion of the National Assembly to the general public and the participation of the general public at the same time allowing a direct, two-way communication. 
It is a painful past to us that an authority-oriented political culture was created during the authoritarian regime which in turn greatly restricted not only people’s entrance to the National Assembly but also people’s participation in the decision-making process. Korea now has shifted from an authoritarian regime to a democratic regime yet the vestige of the authoritarian regime still prevails at the National Assembly. 

Through art and cultural events, we aimed at opening the National Assembly to the public so that they can freely enter the National Assembly thereby bringing down the barrier between the Korean parliament and the Korean people. 
In addition, people who come to the art and cultural events will have the chance to visit different places in the National Assembly such as the grass area, garden, track field and so on which will give them a sense of ownership. That is, the National Assembly of Korea is a parliament of the people and by the people. This sense of ownership heightens public’s participation in the decision-making process, and allows the political process to reflect the will of the people thereby materializing the ideal of direct democracy. 

From now, I would like to introduce to you “Art & Cultural Events for an Open National Assembly” an effort more than any other institutional undertakings that can directly, effectively and ultimately promote people’s participation in politics. 

3. National Assembly Family Cinema

First, I would like to talk about the National Assembly Family Cinema.

Starting from October 1998, on the third Thursday of each month, the main conference room at the National Assembly Members’ Office Building transforms into a cinema and plays movies that are highly praised for their artistic aspects, movies with political implications, and movies that are creating a buzz in Korea thereby inviting the general public to the National Assembly. 

The National Assembly Family Cinema not only meets cultural demand of the employees of the National Assembly but also serves as a cultural venue to employees’ families and the general public. 

4. National Assembly Visual Concert

Second, I would like to talk about the National Assembly Visual Concert. 

Starting from October 2006, on the second Tuesday of each month at the main conference room of the National Assembly Members’ Office Building, music critics are invited and under a theme, different genres of music are introduced on the screen.  

For instance, in April, under the theme of ‘Spring Banquet, Flower Festival’ we introduced ‘Songs My Mother Taught Me’ by Antonin Dvorak, ‘Grand Ballabile’ from the ballet, ‘Le Corsaire’ by Adolphe Charles Adam, Korean traditional folk songs and arias, and ‘Bauern Polka, op. 276’ by Joseph Strauss to create an enchanted spring evening at the National Assembly. The National Assembly Visual Concert is appreciated by the National Assembly employees and their families as well as the general public. 
Both the National Assembly Family Cinema and the National Assembly Visual Concert stimulates participants artistically and awakes participants’ sensitivity thereby providing a foundation for a refined politics that is combined with art and culture.
5. National Assembly Traditional Art Festival

Next, I would like to talk about the National Assembly Traditional Art Festival. Before we move on, please enjoy the beautiful surrounding of the National Assembly. The economic development achieved after the Korean War is known as ‘the miracle of the Han River’ to the world. The Han River flows across the center of Seoul, the nation’s capital, and the National Assembly is situated on an island called Yeoido that is found at the very center of the Han River. Every year in spring, hundreds of cherry blossom trees that surround the National Assembly come to a full blossom announcing the start of the Cherry Blossom Festival. Imagine the Cherry Blossom Festival taking place at the very center of Seoul, a city home to 10 million Koreans. 

Millions of Seoul citizens and tourists come to the Cherry Blossom Festival to enjoy beautiful blossoms that surround the National Assembly. I thought of ways to bring people inside the National Assembly during the festival period and host cultural events that will reduce the barrier between the National Assembly and the general public. This is how the National Assembly Traditional Art Festival came into being this year. 
The reason why traditional art was chosen as the theme of the festival is because traditional art such as traditional Korean opera is ingrained with the essence of Korea and thus can easily reach out to the people. In addition, this can renew the people’s understanding of creativity and uniqueness in Korean culture. The National Assembly wanted to contribute to the development and growth of Korean traditional art through this festival.

The National Assembly Traditional Art Festival was held from April 5 to April 11 this year and during the seven days of the festival, many events took place at the track field, National Assembly Members’ Office Building, and the Memorial Hall of the National Assembly. Traditional dance, Korean opera, and tight rope dancing were performed, and the movie ‘Chihwaseon’ which depicts the life of a genius Korean painter of Chosun Dynasty, Jang Seung Up was played. In addition, aforementioned National Assembly Visual Concert along with traditional art classes also took place. 

More than one million people came to the National Assembly during the festival period and discovered the National Assembly as a venue for rest and culture. The biggest achievement of the festival is that people feel the National Assembly close to their hearts and recognized that politics is with the people. 
6. Special Exhibition on Constitutional Documents

The Memorial Hall of the National Assembly from April 5 to April 14, 2007 held a special exhibition on the constitutional documents on the occasion of the 88th anniversary of the Korea Provisional Decision-Making Board to display various documents relevant to Korea’s constitutional history. 

Official documents and objects of the provisional government that struggled to restore independence in Korea against the Japanese imperialism 100 years ago were presented for the display. In addition, a special event such as making a woodcut of the provisional government flag was held. 

The exhibition provided an opportunity and experience to raise the awareness of the constitutional history in Korea while promoting the collection of documents relevant to the constitutional history of the National Assembly.
7. Achievements

Up until now, I have given you an outline of the art and cultural events at the National Assembly. Now, I would like to talk about the achievements of these events. 

As for the National Assembly Traditional Art Festival which was held for the first time this year, it succeeded in sending a message that the National Assembly is with the people. 

For the past 10 years, the National Assembly merely opened itself to the public during the Cherry Blossom Festival however by hosting the National Assembly Traditional Art Festival for the first time this year, it reached out to the public. Consequently, people felt that the National Assembly is close to them and realized that Korean politics is with the Korean people.

The National Assembly, prior to the democratization, was often perceived as a dysfunctional body that only resorts to authority. Such an image unfortunately still prevails today but through the aforementioned festivals and events, the National Assembly was able to show its true self, that is, a body working hard to serve the people with great love. 

Second, art and cultural events played a role in building a cultural foundation to bring more ‘human’ aspect to the politics which can often be perceived as rigid and cold-hearted. 

In other words, by organizing cultural events at the National Assembly to always communicate with the people, the National Assembly is providing an artistic stimulus to the National Assembly members and participants while awakening their aesthetic sensibility thereby building a foundation for a refined politics that is combined with art and culture. 

Third, the art and cultural events showed that the National Assembly is taking the initiative to preserve Korean art and culture thereby contributing to expanding the artistic and cultural basis in Korea. 

8. Closing 

Mr. Chairman, representatives around the world,
Creating a healthy, productive and noble political culture depends largely on the qualities and personalities of the members of the National Assembly and the level of sophistication of the voters who elected them. However, it is the role of the National Assembly Secretariat to build a foundation for a sophisticated parliamentary culture and to nurture it. 
In this light, the National Assembly while strengthening its basic roles, which are legislative right and budget control, aimed at laying the groundwork for a cultural foundation that will take our political sophistication to the next level through hosting cultural events. 
We are now at a point of reviewing the possibility of regularly holding traditional art classes that were very popular during the National Assembly Traditional Art Festival. 
Moreover, we are transforming our parking lots into grass area in front of the National Assembly Main Building by planting Geumgangsong, the most representative type of pine tree in Korea. Through this change, we hope to make our National Assembly a ‘beautiful National Assembly’ where people can come and enjoy the green grass and forest. 
This brings us to the end of my presentation, “Art & Cultural Events for an Open National Assembly,” an effort to make the National Assembly a representative body of the people, a venue for communication, and a symbol of democracy. 
I hope it could be helpful to your respective countries
Thank you for your attention.
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