	[image: image1.png]



	
	[image: image2.emf]


Strengthening links between parliaments and citizens
Geneva, Switzerland

Thursday 7 October 2010
The purpose of the series of joint conferences of the IPU and the ASGP is to foster dialogue on recent developments in parliamentary practice and working methods. The conference provides a venue for parliamentarians and Secretaries General from developed and developing countries to exchange perspectives, share good practices and nurture new ideas. The conference aims to be interactive and practical in nature. Since the series began in 2006, the issues of parliamentary broadcasting; parliaments and ICT; parliamentarians’ information needs; and evaluating parliamentary performance have been addressed. 
The theme of the 2010 conference is ‘Strengthening links between parliaments and citizens’. It will focus on identifying the respective roles of parliamentarians and the parliamentary administration in strengthening links with citizens; innovations and emerging trends; and using the experience of peers to seek solutions to problems that have been encountered.

The conference will build on the examples of good practice in parliaments described in the IPU’s 2006 publication, Parliament and democracy in the twenty-first century (http://www.ipu.org/dem-e/guide.htm).

Draft programme

	9.30 a.m. - 9.45 a.m.
	Opening remarks

	9.45 a.m. - 11.15 a.m.
	The roles and responsibilities of parliamentarians and parliamentary administration in strengthening links with citizens
Participants will address questions such as: 

· Where does responsibility lie for strengthening links between parliament and citizens? 

· Where is the line between political communication and parliamentary communication?

· How can parliamentary administrations help parliamentarians in their work with citizens? How can parliamentarians help the administration?

	11.15 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.
	Coffee break



	11.30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	Innovations in building links between parliaments and citizens

There will be short presentations followed by discussion of certain innovative practices in parliament:

· Creating a public engagement strategy 
· ICT as a facilitator of two-way communication

· Using clear language in parliamentary documents

· Educating the public about parliament

· Constituency work



	
	

	1 p.m. - 2.30 p.m.
	Lunch

	2.30 p.m. - 4 p.m.
	Knowledge café: sharing good practices

Many parliaments experience similar challenges in strengthening links with citizens. Using the ‘knowledge café’ format, each participant will be invited to identify one challenge that they have faced. Then, working in small groups, participants will share advice on practical solutions to the challenges that have been identified.

	4 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.
	Setting priorities in a context of limited resources
Many parliaments are facing budgetary restrictions as a consequence of the global economic crisis. In this context, what are the priorities that parliaments are setting to strengthen links with citizens? 
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